
Pastor’s Sharing – Teaching Your Children in God’s Word  Rev. Almon LI (7/9/2014) 
Happy Fathers’ Day to all fathers on this special occasion. 
 
There are so many fathers who only think of their rights in the families – 
they should be respected and obeyed by their children – but they would not 
care about their responsibilities as fathers.  In Ephesians 6:4, the Bible 
reminds those who are fathers that they should bring up their children in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord. The “discipline” refers to the 
Lord’s word; the “instruction” means correcting, reminding, helping their children to realise 
and be alert.    
 
Nowadays a lot of young people have lost their directions and made many wrong decisions 
because they do not have God’s Word as “a lamp” to their feet and “a light” to their paths.  In 
fact, many fathers have worked very hard to make money as they suppose that the best care 
they give their children is to satisfy their physical needs.   But I believe that what their children 
need more is a spiritual fulfilment, without which their lives will not be satisfied and joyful. 
 
I hereby remind all fathers in God’s Word that you should feed your children to satisfy their 
spiritual needs, apart from taking care of their daily physical needs.  You should teach them in 
God’s Word so that they can walk in God-pleasing ways.  By so doing, they can become God’s 
beloved children as well as good citizens of the society. “Discipline” also means training, 
managing.  In other words, fathers should train and manage their children in the ways that 
Jesus did.  If the fathers want to do these well, they should first know how the Lord Jesus 
trained.  They can only do so by reading the Bible earnestly.  Therefore we should understand 
the Lord’s teaching through bible reading before we can bring up our children in God’s 
discipline.   
 

 Regrettably, a lot of fathers are not interested in spiritual pursuance 
(such as reading bible, having quiet time with God, listening to sermons 
in Sunday services) and, as a result, they do not know God’s Word and 
how to teach their children.   Fathers should not only know God’s Word 
intellectually; more importantly, they should live and experience His 
Word in their personal lives.   These will enable them to bring up and 
train their children in God’s discipline and instruction. Therefore, 
fathers should always remind and correct their children in God’s Word 

so that the children are trained and will not depart from the way they should go when they are 
old.   This kind of fathers is genuinely good and responsible to their children.  
 
Nowadays most young people of the new generations have been criticized being immature, 
unwise and troublesome.   I believe that the main cause is that their fathers have had no good 
role model.  The Bible has clearly reminded us that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom”.  Fathers should help their children know God thoroughly so that the latter can gain 
wisdom of knowing God and have an abundant life.  
 
Fathers have their rights as well as responsibilities.  On the Fathers’ Day, I take the opportunity 
to remind, in God’s wisdom and mercy, all of us who are fathers that we should set a good 
example by working harder to know God, reading the Bible more, and following His Word as 
the standards in our thinking and behaviours.  As such, our children can follow our example to 
think and behave, with the guiding principle that God is their surpassing worth.  Hopefully, 
they may also teach their next generation in God’s Word. 


